
 
 

Saturday, May 14th Field Trips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#1. Birds of the Ponderosa Pine Forest #1 Saturday, May 14th, 2016, 6:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

Led by the Mark Penninger, forest biologist for the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest, this half-day trip will focus                                                         

on finding birds native to a ponderosa pine forest 20 minutes from La Grande. This area supports a small                                                               

population of rare Great Gray owls that nest on artificial platforms constructed by the Pacific Northwest Research                                                   

Station as part of a research project conducted in the 90’s. The owls are not seen every year, so there is no                                                                         

guarantee we’ll see one but we will absolutely make an effort to see one of these huge, regal owls.                                                                                

Participants should be capable of walking up to 2 miles, most of which will be on a narrow trail and a forest road.                                                 

Difficulty Level: Moderate; walking on uneven ground, obstacles (logs and rocks) to negotiate. To Bring: Bring                                                  

binoculars, spotting scope, hiking boots, clothing appropriate for the weather and food to snack on.                                                                              

Meet: Parking at Spring Creek is limited, so we’ll need to carpool from the Bird Festival Registration Area.                                                                                                     

Meet at the Bird Festival Peach Road Registration area (see attached map). (limited to 10 participants). 

#2. Plants of Ladd Marsh Saturday, May 14th, 2016, 1:30-3:30 

Join Josh Averett, faculty research assistant with Oregon State University, to learn about the diverse plants and plant 

communities of Ladd Marsh. We will have a unique opportunity to walk through some of the marsh’s spectacular camas 

meadows as we focus our attention on spring wildflowers and culturally important plants. This trip is highly  

recommended for plant enthusiasts and photographers. Difficulty level: Easy; short hikes on level ground.  

Some areas may be muddy. To Bring: Bring clothing appropriate for the weather, water, closed-toed shoes, camera,  

and binoculars. Meet: Meet at the Bird Festival Peach Road Registration area at 1:30 pm (see attached map).                                                                 

(limited to 20 participants). 

 

                                  

2016 LADD MARSH BIRD FESTIVAL FIELD TRIPS                                                           

REGISTER AT WWW.FRIENDSOFLADDMARSH.ORG UNDER THE BIRD FESTIVAL TAB 

 

 REGISTER AT  

MEET FOR YOUR TRIP 15 MINUTES PRIOR TO START TIME. TRIPS WILL DEPART ON TIME. 

http://www.friendsofladdmarsh.org/


 
 

Sunday, May 15th Field Trips  

 

   #3. Ladd Marsh Dawn Chorus Sunday May 15th, 2016, 4:30 AM – 8:30 AM 

Experience the awakening of Ladd Marsh with a dawn walk. Led by Ladd Marsh Wildlife Biologist Cathy 

Nowak, we will listen and look for Virginia rail, sora, American bittern, black-crowned night heron, 

common yellow-throat, marsh wren and others. We will travel in private vehicles to a site on the wildlife 

area, then walk along gentle terrain at the edge of the wetland. Difficulty level: Easy; walking on uneven 

terrain. To Bring: Bring binoculars, waterproof shoes or boots, insect repellent and clothing appropriate 

for the weather. Meet: Meet at the Bird Festival Peach Road Registration area (see attached map). 

(limited to 12 participants). 

#4. Grande Ronde Valley “Hotspots”  Sunday, May 15th, 2016, 6:30 AM – 11:00 AM 

Songbirds, shorebirds, and birds of prey will be the focus of this field trip. Led by Scott Findholt, Wildlife 

Research Biologist for the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, this field trip will focus on birding 

“hotspots” in the Grande Ronde Valley, including a few areas at Ladd Marsh but mostly sites on private 

property elsewhere in the Valley. We will look for common and the more unusual species of birds in the 

Valley, depending on what’s here in mid-May, including nesting birds of prey.  Difficulty Level: Easy; mostly 

birding from or near vehicle or during short walks on level ground. To Bring: Bring binoculars, spotting scope 

(if available), hiking boots, water, food to snack on and clothing appropriate for the weather. Meet: Meet at 

the Bird Festival Peach Road Registration area (see attached map). (limited to 10 participants).  
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#5. Birds of the Ponderosa Pine Forest #2 Sunday, May 15th, 2016, 6:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

Led by Laura Navarrete, district biologist for the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest, this half-day trip will focus                                                         

on finding birds native to a ponderosa pine forest 20 minutes from La Grande. This area supports a small                                                               

population of rare Great Gray owls that nest on artificial platforms constructed by the Pacific Northwest Research                                                   

Station as part of a research project conducted in the 90’s. The owls are not seen every year, so there is no                                                                         

guarantee we’ll see one but we will absolutely make an effort to see one of these huge, regal owls.                                                                                

Participants should be capable of walking up to 2 miles, most of which will be on a narrow trail and a forest road.                                                 

Difficulty Level: Moderate; walking on uneven ground, obstacles (logs and rocks) to negotiate. To Bring: Bring                                                  

binoculars, spotting scope, hiking boots, clothing appropriate for the weather and food to snack on.                                                                              

Meet: Parking at Spring Creek is limited, so we’ll need to carpool from the Bird Festival Registration Area.                                                                                                     

Meet at the Bird Festival Peach Road Registration area (see attached map). (limited to 10 participants). 

 

  #6. Rhinehart Canyon Sunday May 15th, 2016, 5:00 AM – ??? 

Led by professional birder, Trent Bray, we will spend the day listening for birds along the Grande Ronde River 

at the famous birding spot, Rhinehart Canyon (about 18 miles north of La Grande). Over 140 species have 

been seen at this location. We may need to do some carpooling depending upon participant turnout. We will 

return to Ladd Marsh when the bird activity slows. Difficulty level: Moderate, several miles of walking over 

uneven and rocky terrain. To Bring: Bring binoculars, clothing appropriate for the weather, water, lunch, 

insect repellent and appropriate footwear. Meet: Meet at the Bird Festival Peach Road Registration area (see 

attached map) (limited to 10 participants). 
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#7. Glass Hill Sunday May 15th, 2016, 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

Led by naturalist Dave Trochlell, this trip will focus on finding bird species in a coniferous forest close to La Grande. 

In mixed grassland and tall shrubs, we'll hope to find Orange-crowned Warbler, Lazuli Bunting, Black-headed 

Grosbeak, and Spotted Towhee. As we ascend into the forest, we'll listen for Dusky Flycatcher, Warbling and 

Cassin's Vireos, and Western Tanager, along with woodpeckers, chickadees, nuthatches, and kinglets. Accipiter and 

buteo species may be spotted on this walk.  Our hike is an out-and-back route of 3 miles; participants may choose to 

turn around and head back at any time. Difficulty level: Difficult; Hiking up a moderately steep hill, with uneven 

surface. To Bring: Bring clothing appropriate for the weather, water, lunch, insect repellent and appropriate 

footwear. Meet: Meet at the ODFW “white barn” just south of the Foothill Road overlook, on the west side of the 

road (see attached map) (limited to 12 participants). 
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#8. Watercolor Workshop Sunday May 15th, 2016, 1:00PM- 4:00PM 

A native Eastern Oregonian, Linda Peterson works in many mediums: watercolor, glass, textiles, basketry,  

mixed media and Batik Watercolor. She is inspired by the natural beauty, wide open spaces,  

and the colorfulflora and fauna that is abundant in Eastern Oregon. In this class, participants will  

learn how to sketch a Long-billed Dowitcher, and use watercolor paint to add texture and dimension 

, as well as adding water and shadows to the painting. Students of all experience levels are welcome! 

 Some supplies will be provided on the day of the workshop, but a complete list will be available in  

advance. Limited to 10 participants. Difficulty level: Easy. To Bring: Some supplies are provided.  

A full supply list will be provided in advance of the workshop (be sure to provide a phone number  

and email address). Meet: Ladd Marsh Headquarters, 59116 Pierce Rd (see attached map).  

(limited to 12 participants).  
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